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STORIES FROM CAMP

“I came to camp because my mom’s in
prison and | want to be with other kids who

are in the same situation so I’'m not alone.”
A camper

A camper on the last night of camp told a
counselor, “when my mom gets out of

prison, | will be 35 years old.”
A camper

“The first time | visited my father in prison,
we had to talk through a screen. | couldn’t

touch him or hug him.”
A camper

“This is the first time in two years that | have

felt safe.”
8 Year old camper

“Thank you for all the books | get to take

home.”
A camper

"l can’t believe this. When | heard about
Camp Agape and what agape meant, |
didn’t believe that someone could love me
without even knowing me. Then | came

here and it’s true!”
A camper

"The camp is well named. Agape is all we

have going for us and it is enough."
A returning counselor

"The soul is healed by being with children.”
Fyodor Dostoevsky

2014 VOLUNTEER BROCHURE
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Camp
Ag‘érmont
2014 Volunteer Brochure

For Vermont children (ages 8 - 11)
who have experienced a
parent/caregiver’s incarceration

Camp Agape is offered free of charge
to all qualified and approved campers

ONE-WEEK SESSION
Sunday, August 3rd - Friday, August 8th

An ecumenical ministry of
The New England Conference of the
United Methodist Church
The Episcopal Diocese of Vermont
The Vermont Conference of the
United Church of Christ

Through generous support of congregations,
individuals, and The Fanny Allen Corporation

Covenant Hills Christian Camp
Cabot, Vermont
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Did You Know?

e Children of incarcerated parents again
and again speak of their overwhelming
sense of isolation, shame, guilt, grief
and loss.

e There are over 4,000 Vermont children
with one or both parents in prison or
somewhere in the Corrections system.

e 50% of all children with incarcerated
mothers are cared for by grandparents;
nearly two-thirds of children being
raised by single grandmothers live in
poverty.

e Nearly 75% of those admitted to state
prison have been convicted of non-
violent crimes.

¢ More than 60% of parents in prison are
held more than 100 miles from home.

“Mass incarceration is the greatest threat
to child welfare in the United States.”

...Comment from the international organization that
awards The World’s Children’s Prize for the Rights
of the Child
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About Camp Agape
Vermont

Our history: Camp Agape Vermont
started in 2006 at beautiful Covenant
Hills Christian Camp in Cabot. Our first
year we had 28 children come to Camp
Agape, and since then have provided
over 350 weeks of camping experience
for Vermont children. More than 100
people have volunteered their time and
services since 2006.

Our purpose is to provide a free week of
Christian camping for children who have
a parent/caregiver in prison or under the
supervision of the Vermont correctional
system.

Our guiding principle is to offer the
children agape, a Greek word which
means the kind of love God has for us;
freely given, generous, unconditional,
no-strings-attached love. We also offer
campers an opportunity to share their
experiences and feelings about having
a parent/caregiver in prison.

Camp Agape offers an alternative to the
trauma, grief, and loss children
experience when a parent/caregiver is
incarcerated. We seek to break the
cycle of ‘generational incarceration’
which traps so many children of
prisoners.

One counselor put it this way: “In that
week at camp, | really felt like | was
experiencing the Kingdom of God!”
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You Can Help
Transform Lives!

PRAY for prisoners, their children, camp
counselors and staff.

DONATE SCHOLARSHIPS: It costs $500 to
provide a child a week at camp, $100 for a
day.

DONATE GIFTS: Campers receive free

backpacks, camping necessities, t-shirts,
sweatshirts, hand-made quilts, books and
back-to-school supplies. Church groups,
service clubs and individuals can provide
these items.

You can help organize a group to gather
some of these gifts.

DONATE SKILLS: Over the years, many
people have shared their gifts with campers:
magicians, weavers, craft instructors,
fishermen, musicians, storytellers and a
karaoke leader.

What is your gift or skill? Share it for a day or
an evening!

DONATE YOURSELF as a cabin or relief
counselor or staff person. Older men and
women can serve as wonderful role models
and mentors. Free room and board, the joy of
helping transform lives, the experience of
living the Kingdom!

CONTACT US

* snail mail the attached card
e-mail: campagapevermont@yahoo.com
* log on to: www.campagapevermont.org

THANK YOU!
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